Duke University / Fall 2007

Women’s Studies 240 / Cultural Anthropology 280S 

Critical Genealogies: Transnational Feminism 

Wednesday 10:05-12:35 

White Lecture 201
Instructor: Ara Wilson

Office:  210 East Duke Bldg 

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30-1:30, and by appointment

email:  ara.wilson@duke.edu  

Phone:  684-9179

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course considers three different dimensions of the transnational/feminist relation: (1) how feminist organizing has taken place at the supra-national level and the implications of that trans-national scale; (2) feminist analysis of globalization and transnational phenomena; and (3) the analytical work associated with transnational feminist thought, particularly those engaged with critical and post-colonial theories. The course briefly considers the historical background to contemporary transnational feminist projects (so that we do not think these emerged from thin air). It then takes a keywords approach, selectively considering debates and subjects that cluster around key terms. These include universalism (e.g., of "global sisterhood"), human rights, and intimacy. The course emphasizes transnational contexts and phenomena, particularly in the non-West or global south as part of an effort not only to critique but also to decenter Euro-US centrality in feminist conversations.

The objectives of the course are:

1. To be able to situate the emergence, rationale, and limits of transnational feminist theory in relevant intellectual and political histories;

2. To be able to rehearse different feminist responses to transnational issues; 

3. To formulate feminist approaches for teaching, research, and action about transnational conflicts.

COURSE READINGS
Required readings include the following books in addition to reserve readings  on blackboard or ereserve. 

Saba Mahmood, Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject, Princeton 2005

REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES
Grading will be based on written assignments and class participation:

· 40% Final paper:  10 pp. paper  

· 30% Short assignments:

· 2-page discussion research area

· 2-page analytical discussion of universalism

· 1-2 page analysis of topic/subject

· 40% Participation and Class performance:* 

· active and focused participation in class

· attendance (including the last week)

· class presentation(s) on readings and assignments

Passing = B-. Late papers and homework will not be accepted after due date. 

Incompletes require a B+ average and permission in advance. (Better done than late.) 

Collaborative research is allowed, but not collaborative writing. In the Women’s Studies department, even unintentional plagiarism will be treated as academic misconduct. 

* A note on participation: Students who have difficulties fulfilling the participation part of graduate work should consult with their professor(s) to devise strategies for overcoming their particular challenges. Participants are expected to have at the ready formulated questions or comments about at least one reading each class.  

EVENTS

Members of the seminar are encouraged to attend relevant events and discuss them in the class. 

· See the Women’s Studies Calendar. http://www.duke.edu/womstud/calendar/

· 
Also note the events connected with the WS-Anthro seminar, “Asylum.” (Also listed on http://www.duke.edu/womstud/calendar/.) 

· Women’s Studies Graduate Scholars has a monthly series on Monday: see http://www.duke.edu/womstud/grad/scholars.html
	
	R E A D I N G S 
Note: Subject to change.

	Wed
	Aug 29
	INTRODUCTION: THE TRANSNATIONAL IN FEMINIST THEORY

	
	
	Handouts

	Wed
	Sept 5
	THE NATION/ THE WORLD 

	
	
	On Blackboard 

	
	
	Leila Rupp, Chaps 1 and 5, Worlds of Women: The Making of an International Women’s Movement (Princeton 1997) 

Vijay Prashad, “Cairo,” from The Darker Nations. (The New Press, 2007)

Margot Badran “Competing Agenda: Feminists, Islam, and the State in 19th & 20th-Century Egypt” in B.G. Smith, ed. Global Feminisms Since 1945 (Routledge 2000)

Meera Kosambi, “Returning the American Gaze: Pandita Ramabai’s The People of the United States 1889” Meridians 2(2) 2002: 188-212

Christine Ehrick “Madrinas and Missionaries: Uruguay and the Pan-American Women’s Movement” M. Sinha, D. Guy and A. Woolacott, eds. Feminisms and Internationalism (Blackwell 1999) 

Antoinette Burton “Some Trajectories of ‘Feminism’ and ‘Imperialism” in Feminisms and Internationalisms (Blackwell 1999)

Lynne Walker, “Locating the Global/Rethinking the Local: Suffrage Politics, Architecture, and Space. WSQ 34 (1&2) 2006

Handout: Definitions of key terms

Recommended (Duke faculty)

Jolie Olcott, Revolutionary Women in PostRevolutionary Mexico (Duke 2005)

	`
	Due
	Writing Assignment – choose 1:

1. 2 pp background: Brief & sketchy relevant historical background for your area -- the regional, political or conceptual area. Discussing if possible relevance to inter/trans/pan national contexts or theory. Can be material /social history or intellectual history of relevant concepts and frameworks  (but presented historically).

2. 2 pp. syntheses: Discuss the implications of the transnational level—crossing nations/states – for feminist/gender/politics in 3 of the pieces.  

	Wed
	Sept 12
	GLOBAL / UNIVERSAL

	
	
	Robin Morgan, Introduction: Planetary Feminism, Sisterhood is Global (1984/1996)

Susan Moller Okin, “Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?” from Boston Review at http://www.bostonreview.net/BR22.5/okin.html.  

Martha C. Nussbaum, “Introduction” to Sex and Social Justice, 3-25. (Blackboard)

Mary Daly, Chapter Three: Indian Suttee: The Ultimate Consummation of Marriage. From Gyn/ecology 

Mahnaz Afkhami “Toward a Global Feminism: A Muslim Perspective” in D. Bell & R. Klein, eds. Radically Speaking (Spinefex 1996) (handout)

Handout: Seyla Benhabib, “Universalism”

	
	
	Writing, 2pp: Present a sympathetic overview of Morgan, Okin, Nubssbaum or Daly. Limit critique to 3 sentences at the end.  


	Wed
	Sept 19
	CONTINGENCY, PARTICULARISM, CONTEXT, CONSTRUCTS, CRITIQUE

	
	
	Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, “Introduction: Transnational Feminist Practices and Questions of Postmodernity” to Scattered Hegemonies. (Minnesota 1994) 

-----: http://social.chass.ncsu.edu/jouvert/v5i1/grewal.htm
Annanya Bhattacharjee "The Public/Private Mirage" in Feminist Genealogies, M. Jacqui Alexander, Chandra Talpade Mohanty eds. 

Uma Narayan “Contesting Cultures” from Dislocating Culture: Identities, Traditions and Third World Feminism. (Routledge 1997)

Chandra Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes” in C. Mohanty, A. Russo & L. Torres, eds. Third World Women and the Politics of Feminism

Lata Mani, “Contentious Traditions,” Cultural Critique 7 (fall 1987) 

Ranjana Khanna “The Ethical Ambiguities of Transnational Feminism,” from Dark Continents (Duke 2004) 

	
	
	Rosi Braidotti, “The Exile, the Nomad and the Migrant: Reflections on International Feminism,” Women’s Studies International Forum, 15 (1):7-10. 1992

Tani Barlow, “International Feminism of the Future,” Signs, 25(4), summer 2000.

Annabelle Sreberny, “Feminist Internationalism: Imagining and Building Global Civil Society,” in Electronic Empires: Global Media and Local Resistance, ed. D.K. Thussu, London: Arnold, 209-22.

Adrienne Rich, “Notes Towards a Politics of Location” in Blood, Bread and Poetry

Caren Kaplan “Postmodern Geographies: Feminist Politics of Location” in Questions of Travel” (Duke 1996) 

Donna Haraway, “A Manifesto for Cyborgs: Science, Techhnology and Socialist Feminism in the 1980s” Socialist Review #80, 15(2) (1985) and widely reprinted (ereserve search by author)`

	Wed 
	Sept 26
	DEVELOPMENT, MODERNIZATION, PROGRESS

	
	
	Josefina Saldaña-Portillo, Introduction & Chapter 2, The Revolutionary Imagination in the Americas and the Age of Development. (Duke UP, 2003)

Suzanne Bergeron, Introduction to Fragments of development: nation, gender, and the space of modernity. 

Kate Bedford, “Loving to Straighten Out Development” Feminist Legal Studies 2005 13: 295-322 (blackboard or e-journals)

Catherine V. Scott, Excerpts, Gender and Development: Rethinking Modernization and Dependency Theory

Mridula Udayagiri, “Challenging Modernization: Gender and Development, postmodern feminism and activism”  in Marchand & Parpart, eds. Feminism/Postmodernism /Development (Routledge 1995)

Eudine Barriteau “Postmodernist Feminism Theorizing and Development Policy and Practice in the Anglophone Caribbean” in Marchand & Parpart, eds. Feminism/Postmodernism /Development (Routledge 1995)

Amy Lind and Jessica Share, “Queering Development: Institutionalized Heterosexuality in Development Theory, Practice, and Politics in Latin America” at http://extension.osu.edu/~osuwid/queering devt.htm

	
	
	DEVELOPMENT

More articles on “queering development” at IDS Research http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/pvty/qd/qd2000.html
UNC faculty: Karen Booth, “National Mother, Global Whore, and Transnational Femocrats. Feminist Studies 24 (1) 1998

Organization: Association for Women’s Rights in Development AWID http://www.awid.org/
References

Ester Boserup, Women Role in Economic Development (1970; reissued)

Capabilities Approach (Amartya Sen)

	Wed 
	`Oct 3
	COLONIAL + POSTCOLONIAL DISCOURSE , GAZE, ARCHIVE 

	
	
	Gayatri Spivak, “Diasporas Old and New: Women in the Transnational World,” Textual Practice, 10(2): 245-269

----- Three Women’s Texts and a Critique of Imperialism. Critical Inquiry 1985

---- “Can the Subaltern Speak” Marxism and the Interpretation of Cultures (Illinois 1988)  (ereserve search by author)

Madina Tlostanova,  “Why Cut the Feet in Order to Fit the Western Shoes ?”: Non-European Soviet Ex-colonies  and the Modern Colonial Gender System. Available on Duke WS website at http://www.duke.edu/womstud/Budapest.html - prereadings
Mary E. John, Excerpts, Discrepant Dislocations (California 1996) 

Rey Chow “Where Have All the Natives Gone” (blackboard) 

Ann Stoler, “The Education of Desire and the Repressive Hypothesis”  & “Cultivating Bourgeois Bodies and Racial Selves” in The Education of Desire 

Vron Ware “Defining Forces: ‘Race, Gender and Memories of Empire” in Postcolonial questions (Routledge, Chapman & Hall 1996) 

M. Jacqui Alexander, “Redrafting Morality” 

Briggs, Reproducing Empire (Blackboard) 

Anne McClintock, Chapter 1, The Lay of the Land, from Imperial Leather (Routledge  1995)

Aihwa Ong, Colonialism and Modernity: Feminist Re-Presentations of Women in Non-Western Societies. Inscriptions 3-4 (1988)

Geraldine Heng ‘A Great Way to Fly’: Nationalism, the State, and the Varieties of Third-World Feminism.” In M.J. Alexander and C.T. Mohanty, eds. Feminist Genealogies. (Routledge 1997)

Djurdja Knezevik, “Affective Nationalism” (on Yugoslavia) in Scott, Kaplan, Keats, eds. Transitions, Environments, Translations (Routledge 1997)

Trinh T. Minh-Ha “Not you/Like You: Postcolonial Women and the Interlocking Questions of Identity and Difference” When the Moon Waxes Red (Routledge 1991)

Françoise Vergès, Chapter 1 from Monsters and Revolutionaries (Duke 1999)

	
	
	Reference Points

Special Issue, Traveling Theories/Traveling Theorists. Inscriptions 5 (1989)

Special Issue, Feminism and the Critique of Colonial Discourse Inscriptions 3-4 (1988)

 (UC-Santa Cruz history of consciousness journal)

Malek Alloula, The Colonial Harem (Minnesota 1986) and Laura Rice “Veiled Threats” (on Alloula’s book) from Mariniello and Bové, eds. Gendered Agents (Duke 1998)

George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” (1936) http://www.orwell.ru/library/articles/elephant/english/e_eleph


	Wed
	Oct 10
	RIGHTS/ UNIVERSALS/TACTICS

	
	
	Sally Engle Merry, Selections, Human rights and gender violence 

Keck and Sikkink ch. 3 & 5 from  Activists beyond borders: advocacy networks in international politics.  

Charlotte Bunch. 1995. "Transforming Human Rights from a Feminist Perspective" In Peters and Wolper, eds. Women's Rights/Human Rights: International Feminist Perspectives.   NY/London: Routledge. pp. 11‑17. 

Mallika Dutt, “Reclaiming a Human Rights Culture: Feminism of Difference and Alliance” 

Hilary Charlesworth. 1994. "What Are 'Women's International Human Rights'?" In R. J. Cook, ed. Human Rights of Women: National and International Perspectives. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania. pp. 58‑84. 

Caroline Lambert , Sharon Pickering and Christine Alder, “Universality, Feminism and Human Rights” in Critical Chatter (Carolina Academic Press 2003) 

Arati Rao, “The Politics of Gender and Culture in International Human Rights Discourse,” in Women’s Rights, Human Rights 

Ruth Lister, “Citizenship: Towards a Feminist Synthesis” Feminist Review 57 1997

Inderpal Grewal, ‘Women’s Rights as Human Rights’: The Transnational Production of Global Feminist Subjects” in Transnational America and in Citizenship Studies 3(3) (1999) (Blackboard)

Haitian Lu, “Women’s Human Rights, Universalism  and Cultural Relativism” 

Baden Offord, “Singaporean Queering of the Internet: Toward a New Form of Cultural Transmission of Rights Discourse” in C. Berry, F. Martin, A. Yue, Mobile Cultures (duke 2003)

Annalise Riles “The virtual sociality of rights: the case of women’s rights are human rights’ in M. Likosky, ed. Transnational Legal Processes (Butterworths 2002)

Niki Johnson, Peggy Antrobus, Gina Vargas, Pause for Thought: Lessons Learnt and Ways forward for women’s human rights advocacy
Rosalind Petchesky, Excerpts, from Global Prescriptions

CEDAW, http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm

	
	
	Reference Points:

Women and Human Rights: The Basic Documents (Center for the Study of Human Rights, Columbia University)

Rebecca J. Cook, ed. Human Rights of Women (1994)Donna Sullivan, “The Public/Private Distinction in International Human Rights Law” in Women’s Rights, Human Rights  

Ann Elizabeth Mayter, “Cultural Particularism as a Bar to Women’s Rights: Reflections on the Middle Eastern Experience,” in Women’s Rights, Human Rights 

Rajni Kothari “Human Rights – a Movement in Search of a Theory,” in Rethinking Human Rights

	
	
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights, http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html
Pheng Cheah, Inhuman Conditions: On Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights

Diane Otto, “Everything is Dangerous: Some Poststructural tools for rethinking the universal knowledge claims of human rights law” 
CEDAW  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/

	Wed
	Oct 17
	AGENCY/ RATIONALITY

	
	
	Saba Mahmoud, Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject (Princeton 2005) 

Lila Abu-Lughod, "The Romance of Resistance," American Ethnologist 17, no. 1 (1990) 41-55


	Wed
	Oct 24
	GLOBALIZATION, GLOBAL CAPITAL, POST-FORDISM

	
	
	Carla Freeman, “Is Local: Global as Feminine: Masculine? Rethinking the Gender of Globalization,” Signs, vol 26, no. 4, 2001.

Aihwa Ong “The Gender and Labor Politics of Postmodernity” Annual Reviews in Anthropology 1991

Gibson-Graham, J.K., “Querying Globalization” from The End of Capitalism (as we knew it), Blackwell, 1996,120-14

Saskia Sassen “Toward a Feminist Analytics of the Global Economy” Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 4(1) 1996; reprinted in Globalization and its Discontents
V. Spike Peterson Excerpt, A Critical Rewriting of Global Political Economy (Routledge 2003)

R Nagar, V Lawson, L McDowell, S Hanson “Locating Globalization: Feminist (re)readings of the subjects and spaces of globalization” Economic Geography 78(3) 2002 (blackboard)

Susan Gal & Gail Kligman, Introduction, The Politics of Gender after Socialism

Lisa Rofel, Excerpts, Other Modernities: Gendered Yearnings After Socialism (California 1999)

	
	
	Reference Points

David Harvey, Post/Modern Conditions
Field Guide to the Global Economy

Donna Haraway, “A Manifesto for Cyborgs” 

Anna Tsing, “”Introduction,” from Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection, Princeton University Press, 2005, pp. 2-18. 

Cynthia Weber Faking It: US Hegemony in a ‘Post-Phallic’ Era (Minnesota 1999)

	Wed
	Oct 31
	SPRING BREAK

	Wed
	Nov 7
	NGOIZATION 

	
	
	Sonia E. Alvarez, "Latin American Feminisms 'Go Global': Trends of  the 1990s and Challenges for the New Millennium"   and in Alvarez, Dagnino and Escobar, eds, Cultures of Politics, Politics of Cultures, 1998. 

Sonia Alvarez, “Advocating Feminism: The Latin American Feminist NGO ‘Boom’”
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, “’Woman’ as theater” from Radical Philosophy 75 (Jan/Feb 1996)

Organizers’ Dialogue, Quest 1978 (

Jayne Rodgers, Excerpts, Spatializing International Politics: Analyzing Activism on the Internet. *Routledge 2003)

Murdock, That Stubborn Doing Good Question: Ethical/Epistemological Concerns in the Study of NGOs Ethnos 68(4) 2003 (Blackboard) 

Jolie Olcott, MS. Essay on 1975 UN Conference in Mexico City

Deborah Mindry, “Nongovernmental Organizations, ‘Grassroots,’ and the Politics of Virtue.” Signs 26(4) 2001, 1187-1211. 

Elisabeth Prügl, Ch. 7 “Studying Global Politics,” in The Global Construction of Gender (Blackboard)

Sheila Carapico, “NGOs, INGOs, GO-NGOs and DO-NGOs: Making Sense of Non-Governmental Organizations.” Middle East Report Spring 2000. 

Recommended:

Ian Williams, The UN for Beginners 


	Wed
	Nov 14
	TRANSNATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL/ BORDER-CROSSING

	
	
	Annelise Riles. The network inside out.

Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan, “Global Identities: Theorizing Transnational Studies of Sexuality,” GLQ, vol. 7, no. 4, 2001.

Aihwa Ong “Strategic Sisterhood or Sisters in Solidarity? Questions of Communitarianism and Citizenship in Asia” ” Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 4(1) 1996

Valerie Sperling et al, “Constructing Global Feminism: Transnational advocacy Networks and Russian Women’s Activism” Signs, 26: 4, 2001

Brenda S.A. Yeoh “Transnational Mobilities and Challenges” In Nelson & Seager eds. A Companion to Feminist Geography (Blackwell 2005)

Amrita Basu, “Women’s Movements and the Challenge of Transnationalism” http://womencrossing.org/basu.html 

Jasbir Puar, Excerpts Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times (Duke 2007)

Kathy Davis, Excerpts The Making of Our Bodies, Ourselves: How Feminism Travels Across Borders (Duke 2007)

Brooke A. Ackerly and Bina D’Costa “Transnational Feminism: Political Strategies and Theoretical Resources” http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/anu9797/anu9797.pdf

	Wed
	Nov 21
	No class/ THANKSGIVING 

	Date
	TK
	SCALE/ SPACE/ SPATIALITY/ REGION / MOBILITY / LOCATION

	
	
	Gayatri Spivak, “Diasporas Old and New: Women in the Transnational World,” Textual Practice, 10(2): 245-269 

Sallie A. Marston, The Social Construction of Scale” Progress in Human Geography 24(2) 2000

Anna Tsing, excerpt, “The Global Situation” Cultural Anthropology 15(3) 2000347-353

Ella Shohat “Area Studies, Gender Studies, and the Cartographies of Knowledge” Social Text 72 20(3) (2002)

	Wed
	Nov 28
	NO CLASS (RESCHEDULED) 

	Date 
	TK 
	INTIMACY / SOCIALITY / PROXIMITY 

	
	
	Nayan Shah, “Adjudicating Intimacies on US Frontiers” In Ann Laura Stoler, ed. Haunted by Empire: Geographies of Intimacy in North American History. (Duke 2006)

Lisa Lowe, “the Intimacies of Four Continents” In Ann Laura Stoler, ed. Haunted by Empire: Geographies of Intimacy in North American History. (Duke 2006)

Stoler, Ann, “Genealogies of the Intimate,” and “Epilogue”  in Ann Laura Stoler, Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule, “ University of California Press, 

Ara Wilson, “The Economies of Intimacy in the Go-Go Bar” from The Intimate Economies of Bangkok (California 2004)  (handout)

Geraldine Pratt and Victoria Rosner, Introduction: The Global and the Intimate (excerpt) WSQ 34 (1&2) 2006

Elizabeth Povinelli, Excerpt, The Empire of Love (Duke 2006)

Ken Plummer, “Intimate Citizenship” in Sexual Stories

Gill Valentine “Globalizing Intimacy: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies” WSQ 34 (1&2) 2006

	
	
	Reference Points for Intimacy:

Lauren Berlant, “Introduction: The Intimate Public Sphere,” and “Theory of Infantile Citizenship,” The Queen of America Goes to Washington City: essays on sex and citizenship,” Duke UP, 1997, 1-53.

Antony Giddens The Transformation of Intimacy (Polity 1994)

	
	
	

	
	
	FINAL PAPER DUE MONDAY DECEMBER 3, 4:45 IN WS OFFICE.

Incompletes granted only with advance permission and a B+ average. 
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